
Young Harris College - founded in 1886 www.yhc.edu

Announcing an 
Executive Search 

for the

Vice President 
for Student Development

The Rollins Campus Center



Young Harris College

Mission Statement

Young Harris College educates, 
inspires, and empowers students 
through a comprehensive liberal 
arts experience that integrates 
mind, body, and spirit.

The Opportunity

Young Harris College is a thriving, 
private, residential, four-year college 
affiliated with The United Methodist 
Church. Located in the majestic 
southern Appalachian Mountains in 
North Georgia, the College weaves 
a progressive model of a liberal arts 
education into innovative 21st Century 
academic programs that encourage 
students to seek their fullest potential.

Reporting to the President of the 
college, the Vice President for Student 
Development has a key role in ensuring 
the College’s mission is fulfill beyond 
the academic classroom experience. 
This senior office is an exceptional 
communicator and possesses the ability 
to assist in organizational change. 
Fulfillment of the duties of this position 

requires a highly engaged approach to 
campus student life. 

The successful candidate will be student-
centered and have the ability to think 
in a strategic way about the future of 
the College and the role of the Student 
Development division in the holistic 

growth and development of students on 
a small, residential campus.  

The Vice President will be expected 
to forge collaboration between the 
Academic and Student Development 
divisions in academic advising, through 
living-learning communities and high-
impact practices.

The Vice President will ensure full 
compliance with requirements under 
FERPA, the Cleary Act, HIPPA, and other 
applicable federal and state laws, rules 
and regulations.

Qualifications

An earned doctorate degree in college 
student personnel, higher education 
or related field is strongly preferred. 
A master’s degree and a minimum of 
six years of leadership experience in 
Residence Life and/or Student Activities; 
or any equivalent combination of 

Young Harris College, a selective liberal arts college located in the North 
Georgia mountains, seeks an experienced leader to serve as Vice President 
for Student Development. This senior administrator manages and oversees 
a diverse division that includes numerous facets of a student’s growth and 
development, including organized programs for Campus Activities and Special 
Events, Residence Life, Health and Wellness Services, Counseling Services, 
Religious Life, Greek Life, New Student Orientation, and First-Year Experience 
programs.

Candidates should possess a high level of energy and enthusiasm for student 
life and the skills to motivate, lead, and engage staff in efforts to enrich 
programs to meet the needs of today’s students in higher education. 

• • • • • • • • • • •
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Student Profile

SAT: Mid 50th-percentile total: 930-1130 (Note: These scores take into 
account only the Math and Critical Reading portions of the SAT)

ACT Composite Score: 21

Grade Point Average: 2.8 – 3.2 (Mid 50th percentile of academic GPAs of 
incoming freshmen)

Total Applicants: 2,311          Total Acceptances: 1,266

Fall 2016 Incoming Freshman Class: 432

Enrolled Students from 23 states and 20 countries

The College has experienced significant 
enrollment and campus growth since 
receiving accreditation in 2008 from the 
Southern Association of Colleges and 
Schools (SACS) to offer baccalaureate 
degrees. The College offers 21 
baccalaureate degrees and 22 minors in 
a variety of fields, with new programs 
being added frequently. The typical class 
size is 18 students.

As the College has transitioned from 

two-year to four-year status over the 
past nine years, the faculty size has more 
than doubled. The student-to-faculty 
ratio is 11:1.

Since 2008, more than $100 million in 
new LEED-certified facilities have been 
constructed on the campus, including 
a recreation and fitness center, several 
student housing complexes, tennis, 
soccer/lacrosse facilities, and a LEED-
Gold certified campus center and library 

education and/or experience from 
which comparable knowledge, skills and 
abilities have been achieved is required. 

Other requirements:

• Full understanding of requirements 
under FERPA, the Cleary Act, HIPPA 
and other applicable federal and state 
laws, rules and regulations

• Ability to supervise, motivate, 
and develop staff and evaluate 
programming and employee 
performance

• Ability to communicate effectively 
both orally and in writing and to 
make presentations

• Ability to set and meet goals

• Ability to develop and implement a 
strategic plan

• Ability to work as a leader as well as 
a team member across departments 
and programs

Young Harris College

Founded in 1886, Young Harris College 
is committed to fostering relationships 
and strong bonds that endure beyond 
graduation. More than 1,100 students 
are enrolled in programs across five 
academic divisions: Fine Arts, Humanities, 
Mathematics and Science, Social and 
Behavioral Sciences, and Education. 
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Awards and Rankings 

•	 Named a “Best National Liberal Arts College” by U.S. News & World 
Reports in 2016 and 2017. (2016 was the College’s first year of eligibility 
in this classification.)

•	 Received a ranking of 80 on the High School Counselor Rankings for 
Liberal Arts Colleges by U.S. News & World Reports.

•	 Designated a College of Distinction (2016-2017) for providing students 
with the best learning experiences in undergraduate education for the 
sixth consecutive year 

•	 Named to the 2015 lists of “100 Most Affordable Small Colleges in 
America,” by Best Value Schools, and of “100 Most Affordable Small 
Colleges East of the Mississippi,” by Great Value Colleges. 

•	 Named to LendEDU’s list for colleges with the lowest student loan debt 
per borrower.
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Application and Nomination Process

Confidential inquiries are welcomed and nominations are invited. 

1. To Apply - Applications must include:
• A letter of interest
• A current resume
• At least five references with full contact information, including email addresses 

(References will not be contacted without consent from applicant.)

2. Submit applications to: YHC-VPSD@myersmcrae.com 

Review of materials is underway. For best consideration, submit application materials 
by October 4, 2017.

Nominations should include contact information with email for the individual being 
nominated. Submit nominations to: YHC-VPSD-Nominate@myersmcrae.com

Emily Parker Myers, CEO, and Bobby Pope, Vice President, of Myers McRae 
Executive Search and Consulting, are assisting Young Harris College with this search. 

        515 Mulberry Street, Suite 200
Macon, Georgia 31201
(478) 330-6222 
www.myersmcrae.com

Applicants who would enrich the diversity of the campus community 
are strongly encouraged to apply. EOE M/F/D/V

with 121,000 square-feet of student-
centered space.

The campus also has a climbing tower, 
cross country trail, recreational hiking 
trails, 12 tennis courts, 18-hole disc golf 
course, and low ropes course. 

The College strives to develop its students 
into successful leaders. The Division of 
Student Development plays a role in 
helping students gain the leadership 
and interpersonal skills that aid in their 
success. YHC offers numerous leadership 
development opportunities for students 
through on- and off-campus involvement. 
While all students are encouraged to 
participate in service events throughout 
the year, each Greek/service organization 
is required to complete at least one 
service/volunteer project per semester.

The College has a strong endowment and 
a significant alumni and donor base. It 
recently completed a $75 million capital 
campaign, surpassing a $55 million goal. 

The College holds active membership 
in NCAA Division II and is a fierce 
competitor in the prestigious Peach Belt 
Conference. The Mountain Lions Athletic 
Department, fields 14 varsity sports.

Young Harris, Georgia 
The town of Young Harris is ideally 
situated between the Chattahoochee, 
Cherokee, and Nantahala National 
Forests, and two scenic TVA lakes, Lake 
Chatuge and Lake Notteley. The college-
friendly community offers attractive 
housing and a wide range of outdoor 
activities. It is gaining fame as a golf, 
fishing, and resort destination.

Young Harris is within an easy drive 
of large-city amenities, including 
professional sports, aquariums, major 
shopping and entertainment venues, 
and nationally noted dining. The town is 
two hours from Atlanta; Asheville, North 
Carolina; and Chattanooga, Tennessee.
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